Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Text 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 ANKARA 04799 23 1 45 1 Z 
ACTION EUR- 1 2 

INFO OCT-OI 10-14 ISO-00 CIAE-00 PM-04 H-02 INR-07 
L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-02 PRS-01 SP-02 SS-I5 
USIA-I5 ACDA-10 TRSE-00 /093 W 

058996 232048Z/73 

R23I345Z JUN 77 
FM AMEMBASSY ANKARA 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 7941 
INFO AMEMBASSY ATHENS 
AMEMBASSY LONDON 
AMEMBASSY NICOSIA 
AMCONSUL ADANA 
AMCONSUL ISTANBUL 
AMCONSUL IZMIR 
USMISSION NATO 
USMISSION USUN NEW YORK 
USDOCOSOUTH NAPLES 
EUCOM 
USCINCEUR 
/CINCUSAEE 

USDOCOLANDSOUTHEAST IZMIR 
DIA WASHDC 

UNCLAS ANKARA 4799 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PINT, TU 

SUBJ: NATIONALIST PARTIES CONTINUE OPPOSITION TO NEW TURKISH GOVERN- 
MENT 

REE: ANKARA 4748 (DTG 220945Z JUN 77) 

1. JUNE 23 TURKISH PRESS REPORTS THAT JUSTICE PARTY (JP) 

PARLIAMENTARY GROUP UNANIMOUSLY DECIDED JUNE 22 TO VOTE 
AGAINST THE NEW GOVERNMENT IN THE VOTE OE CONEIDENCE, WHICH IS 
EXPECTED TO TAKE PLACE EIRST WEEK OF JULY. CONTINUING TO ATTACK 
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PRESIDENT KORUTURK FOR APPOINTING ECEVIT'S REPUBLICAN PEOPLE'S 
PARTY (RPP) CABINET IN THE FACE OF DECLARATIONS BY THE THREE 
"NATIONALIST" PARTIES (WHICH AMONG THEM HAVE A MAJORITY OF THE 
DEPUTIES IN THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY), JP LEADER DEMIREL AGAIN 
CHARGED THAT THE NEW GOVERNMENT IS "ILLEGAL" AND IS A " EAIT- 
ACCOMPLI GOVERNMENT." DEMIREL DECLARED THAT " THOSE WHO 
DEFEND LEGALITY WILL UNITE AND FORM A GOVERNMENT OF THE 
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NATIONAL WILL...AS SOON AS POSSIBLE IN PLACE OE THE CANKAYA 
GOVERNMENT." (CANKAYA IS THE LOCATION OE THE PRESIDENTIAL PALACE.) 

2. THE NEW GOVERNMENT'S EIRST DAY IN OEFICE PRODUCED A FLURRY 

OF PERSONNEL CHANGES, THE MOST NOTABLE OE WHICH WAS THE REMOVAL 
OE TURKISH RADIO AND TELEVISION (TRT) DIRECTOR SAB AN KARATAS. 

KARATAS, A IP APPOINTEE EREQUENTLY ACCUSED OE PARTISANSHIP, HAD 
LONG BEEN HANGING ON TO HIS lOB DESPITE A COUNCIL OF STATE DECREE 
DECLARING HIS APPOINTMENT ILLEGAL. WHEN ECEVIT DECLARED THAT 
ALL PENDING COUNCIL OE STATE DECREES WERE TO BE ENFORECED AND 
ASKED KARATAS TO LEAVE, KARATAS DID SO, ALTHOUGH HE PROTESTED 
THAT PROPER PROCEDURES WERE NOT BEING EOLLOWED. OTHER PERSONNEL 
CHANGES REPORTEDLY INCLUDED PERSONAL ASSISTANTS, ADVISORS, AND 
DEPUTIES ASSIGNED TO VARIOUS MINISTRIES, INCLUDING THE PRIME 
MINISTRY. 

3. THE PERSONNEL CHANGES, ESPECIALLY THE REMOVAL OE KARATAS, 

CAME UNDER SHARP CRITICISM PROM THE OPPOSITION PARTIES AS 
BEING IMPROPER IN THE CASE OP A GOVERNMENT WHICH HAS NOT YET 
WON A VOTE OF CONFIDENCE PROM THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY. DEMIREL 
CALLED KARATAS'S REMOVAL PURTHER EVIDENCE THAT ECEVIT INTENDS TO 
ILLEGALLY OCCUPY THE GOVERNMENT POR PARTISAN PURPOSES. NATIONAL 
SALVATION PARTY (NSP) CHAIRMAN ERBAKAN, WHO HAS LONG BEEN 
DEMANDING KARATAS'S REMOVAL BECAUSE OF TRT'S ALLEGED DISCRIMINATION 
AGAINST THE NSP, STATED THAT " IT IS NOT POSSIBLE TO ACCEPT THE PRESENT 
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GROUP'S (I.E., THE GOVERNMENT'S) REMOVAL" OP THE TRT DIRECTOR. 

ERBAKAN SAID THAT "ALL THESE ILLEGAL ACTS WILL BE CORRECTED IN THE 
SHORTEST TIME POSSIBLE BY A LEGAL GOVERNMENT WHICH WILL BE FORMED." 
CRITICIZING ALL THE PERSONNEL CHANGES, NATIONALIST ACTION PARTY (NAP) 
CHAIRMAN TRUKES SAID THAT ECEVIT'S HASTY "EXILING" OF GOVERNMENT 
SERVANTS WAS A CAUSE OP CONCERN TO THE NATION. 
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